The image of women in The Great Mirror of Male Love, or Nanshoku

Okagami : a diluted father and son relationship
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Abstract

The image of women in The Great Mirror of Male Love, or Nanshoku
Okagami : a diluted father and son relationship

NAMIHIRA Hachiro”, SHIKEMBARU Asako”

1) Okinawa Prefectural University of Arts
2) Okinawa Prefectural University of Arts Graduate School of Cultural Arts Studies Doctoral Student

The Nanshoku Okagami (1687) is an ukiyo zoshi (ukiyo storybook) by lhara Saikaku. Previous
research on the image of women in Saikaku's works has argued that his characters are independent
women who are not bound by the feudalistic ethics of the time.

However, there are few references to women in the Nanshoku Okagami. Therefore, this paper
examines the images of women and fathers in the Nanshoku Okagami. This is because Saikaku's
views on women and patriarchs become clearer by analyzing how women and fathers are portrayed

in this book, which is, however, mainly concerned with the portrayal of young men.

The analysis reveals the following:
Firstly, the images of women in the Nanshoku Okagami can be divided into the following four
categories.
1. 'women who are hated'; 2. 'women in kinship'; 3. 'women who take the initiative', and 4. 'women as
a crowd'.
1.'Hated women' are so depicted because of the demands of masculinity to dislike women.
The presence of both disliked and accepted women in the work can also be understood by applying
our contemporary category of sexual orientation (here bisexuality).
2. “Women in kinship’ appear to show that young people and nenja have the filial character
emphasized in the Shudo.
3. "Women who take the initiative' indicates that spiritual connections, such as those of the Shudo, are
also valued in female sexuality.
4. '"Women as a crowd' are depicted in an immersive way to emphasize the beauty of the young
Kabuki crowd and the excellence of their artistic style.

Secondly, the study also reveals that the relationship between father and son is less common than
the relationship between mother and son in the Nanshoku Okagami. The study considers that the
weak relationship between father and son is due to two factors. Firstly, that is because masculinity is
based on 'misogyny', the family cannot be structured sustainably and the 'family' system is shaken.
The other reason was that giri in the Shudo was a one-to-one male-on-male relationship, and fathers
were unnecessary for young men and nenja. The relationship between the father and the young men
or nenja is replaced in the nenkei.






